*=. How’s this for a pick-me-up?
.Thc'»M,ulva_né boys® basketball team
overcamie a three-point barrage by the visit-
ing Kingman Eagles Tuesday night, Feb. 7.
and-made 11 free throws in overtime for a
*.60-58 home. victory, improving the

Wildcats" record to 3-12 on the scason.

- “This win really gives our guys a big con-
- --fidence-boost,” said Wildcat head coach Scott
Dunham. “We played well in the first half. We
‘shot and rébounded the ball, we kept our
tumovers down, and we didn't give up many
second chances. We struggled a bit more in
the second half, but we kept our composure
and made enough key shots down the stretch.”
The ‘Cats held a slim 14-12 lead after
one quarter, then extended it to 28-21 by
halftime. Kingman rallied in the second half,
mainly due to the three-point shooting of
Tracy Hageman. Hageman would finish the
game with nine three-pointers and 31 points.
“He seemed to be making everything,” said
Dunham. “I don’t know why we always seem
to get our opponents’ best outside shooting
night, but it just tumns out that way. In the
fourth quarter, we switched to a box-and-one
with Kyle Womacks on Hageman, and he only
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made one threc-pointer the rest of the game.”
In overtime, Kingman took an carly two-
point lead before Dylan Donaldson hit a three-
pointer to give Mulvane the lfead for good
While Kingman had 10 treys in the game,
Mulvane had seven of their own. After that,
the rest of overtime was a parade to the hne
Frce throws were the biggest key 1o
Mulvane’s win, although it may not have
seemed that way carlier in the game. Before
the fourth quarter. Mulvane was 0-for-5

Kyle Womacks (32) skies on a drive to the bucket against Clearwater

from the line. In the fourth quarter and over-
time, the *Cats were 17-for-21, including 11-
of-14 in overtime. Ryan Herrig was 9-for-10
from the line. most of them coming after
Mulvane had taken the lead in overtime.

Mulvanc's balanced offensive effort was:

led by Tyler Ruder wtth 14 points and
Herrig wath 11. The Wildcats also got nine
ponts from Donaldson. eight from Adam
Edwards, seven from Levi Hein, six from
Womacks. and five from John Knight.

A big fourth-quarter rally was not
enough Friday night. Feb. 3. as the Wildcats
camce up short at Clearwater, 70-61, in a
non-league contesl ] '

On Clearwater’'s Homecoming Night,
the Wildcats hung tough n the first half.
The host Indians led 14-8 after the first
quarter. then extended the lead to double
figures carly in the second period. Mulvane
rallied Tate m the half, and Knight's driving
hasket at the buzzer cut the lead to six
points agam, 28-22. at hatftime.

In the third quarter. things started (o get
away from the Wildeats. Clearwater made three
three-pomnters 1o the third period, outscoring
Mulvane 20-11 10 take @ 48-33 Jead going inlo

AVCTL 1I1-1V Boys’
Basketball Standings
DIVISION III

League Overall

W L WvoL
Buhler 4 'l 5 9
Rose Hill 3 2 10 4
Augusta 3 2 9 5
Wellington 3 2 8 4
El Dorado 2 3 5 9
Mulvane o} 5 2 12

DIVISION 1V

Andover N [§] 7 7
Andover Central 4 | 12 2
Crcle 2 B 10 )
Andale 2 1 8 f
Clearwates 3 I3 S
Kingman 1 t 6 5

Games Friday, Feb. 10
Mulvane at Kl Dorade
Buhler at Augusits
Rose Hill at Welhngton
Andale at Andover
Circle at Andover Central
Clearwater at Kingian

the final quarter. Early in the fourth, Clearwater
extended their margin to as much as 19,

Mulvane never went away, though, and
used a seven-point run by Ruder to get back
within single digits with, over a minute to
play. The ‘Cats never got closer.than seven,
and Clearwater made enough free throws to
kecp Mulvane at bay. They also missed
enough; the Indians finished the game [7-
for-37 from the line. Mulvane was 17-for-25.

Knight and Ruder each scored 19 points to
lead Mulvane. The Wildcats also got seven
points from Donaldson, four each from Herrig
and Edwards, three each from Tyler Springer
and Brock Kendall, and two from Hein.

The Wildcats will retumn to league play with
an AVCTL Division 1II contest at El Dorado
FFriday might, Feb. 10, starting at 7:30 p.m.



