Cats Pull Away

* As far as “second chances” go, this is it
for the Mulvane High School footbail
Wildcats, and Friday night, Oct. 15,
‘made the most of it.

The District scason started at Belle
Plaine for the MHS Wildcats and Coach
‘Dave Fennewald's troopers pulled away in
the second half for a 42-26 triumph over the
host Dragons_in_ the first meeting between
-the twa schools in modern history. Belle
Plaine moved into Class 4A this ycar.

The win left the Cats in a familiar posi-
tion. They are 1-0 in the three-game. end-
of-the-season series to determine which two
teams from District 10 will advance into the
Ist round of the Kansas football playofls
Wellington and Rose Hili are the other two

“teams in District 10. The Wildeats will trav-
el to Rose Hill Fnday mght, Oct 22, for
their biggest game of the year to date with a
chance to nail down one of those two quali-
fying spots with a victory. Game time a
Rose Hill 1s 7 p.m.

The Wildeats continued to make a state:
ment on offénse. The team racked up 485
yards total offense, most of it on the ground
against the Dragons. That included thice

100-yard rushers. Fullback Caleb NeSmuth
had his biggest mght ever, gomg 139 vard in
22 carries. Sage Swaney posted 103 yards i
just five carries and quarterback Logan
Sorensen carried 1013 times for 137 yards

After a sticky first half, Coach
Feanewald calted on “the army.” "At halt-
time, we felt like we should have been up
21-0 but it was only 14-12, so we deaided
we were just gorng to run it nght al them
because we didn’t think they could stop our
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ground game and we were right,” said
Fennewald “We have a formation called
“army.” which 1s a double tight end running
formation which they seemed to be having
troubte stopping We decided to go away
from what we had been planning and decid-
ed 10 just “army 11" the rest of the way.” )
That strategy smoothed out the bumps.
After Belie Plne scored to make it 18-14,
NMulvane's Nirst possession of the 2nd hall
was tritical and the Cats marched down the
field in 10 plays and scored on a 25-yard
jaunt by Sotensen to reclaim the lead, rip-
ping oft Tive or siv yards every snap. That
made 1t 2118 and MHS was onats way.
“Our defense started playing better after
intermission and our offense really started
chicking.” sind Fennewald. “We got the ball
back and had another dnive to make it 28-18.
“That halftime change was really big
because they scored pust before the half and
all the momentum gomng for them,” said
Fennewald. “Once we scored to make il 2§-
8, we started feeling more confident and
made that momentum work for us. It

reestablished our offense.™
It also gave the Wildcats their first back-

to-back victories of the 2004 campaign and
hiked their record to 3-4. The Dragons tum-
bled 1o 3-4, oo

“] think Belle Plaine wanted to made this
a big rvalry because they came out really
fired up and ready to play us.” said
Feanewald. "It was really one ot those
tough games for us. Playing a smaller
school, we were - a no-win situation. o we
win, we should have won aganst a smaller
school. They are not a bad football team,
either. They play in a very good conference
(Central Plains League) and they have a big
offensive line.”

But on the 1st possession, Mulvane
marched about 70 yards for a touchdown.
Sorensen took it 33 yards on the game’s 1st
play, then pitched a strike to Matt Myers for
a 34-yard TD pass before the everyone was
even settled in their scats.

Belle Plaine came back and went for it
on a 4th and one-foot near midficld. The
Dragons didn’t make 1t but the play sent a
“You know thes weren’t going 1o
sard Fennewald
Mulvane

message.
hotd anything back.”

After driving to BP's Tive.
stalled out and tried a Myers field goal but 11
missed. Then came a strange one After the
Dragons punted, Mulvane had the ball near
midficld and on the fust play, a Dragon
jatereepted a piteh n the Mulvane hackfhield
and raced untouched 40 vards for a score. 7l
don’tthink I've ever seen that happen,
Fennewald. noting the ball was intercepled

Taind

in mid-air.
Another halltime changé on delense

"We
“hear

made the Wildcats more effecuve.
decided to just have our people
crawl,” said Fennewald. “That means hav-
g your linemen get down and just make
piles. Your hinebackers then can sce the
counters and make the stops, The linemen
did a great job.”

- Mulvanc's defensive linemen were Kyle
Miller and Carl Jones, Emery Thieme. Joe
Correra, Mason Leonard and Jody Shook.

That left hnebackers J.D. Hansen and
Jason Wohlford free to make the stops.
Myers led the team in tackles with two
solos and 11 assists. Hansen had 11 1ackles
as did Sorensen. NeSmith had nine stops
and Wohlford finished with etght.

Myers had a preity good all-around
mght. He was 6-for-6 tn point-afier tries,
caught ane TD pass and led the team in
tackles with 13.

The Cat coach is high on the MIS
offense, which is showing signs of pcakihg
at the proper time—playolf time. "I don't
think people realize how young these guys
are,” said Fennewald. “We have had nine
Kids starting on offense whoe hadn’t played
much offense, bul | think they are starting (o
figure it out. We're not blowing a lot of
assignments and we're protecting the balk

We're not-having the fumbles we had carlier

in the year.

“1 fel all along that this team would get
better as the secason progressed and we
have. In fact, we're probably better now at
this point th the scason than we were lasl
year at this time. We have so many offen-
sIve weapons.”

This s true. The Wildeats have had four
different runners log 100-yard games during
the scason and Sorensen has had a number
of 100-yard passing games.

Aflter NeSmith's one-yard plunge put the
Cats at 28, Swaney rambled 17 yards for a
score and John Knight added the-final TD
on a one-yarder to make it 42-18.

Now things get big. “That's right.”
stressed Fennewald. “The next jwo wcg‘ks
arc real big. We watched the Rose Hill-
Wellinglon game [ilms and thosc two are

pretty good. Wellington just seems to have a

way 1o get goodt things to happen
{Wellington won that game by a 28-20
score). Our kids. though, have a great atii-
tude, the same one they have had since

~week No.o 1. We're the underdogs fagainst
gs fag

the Rockets). so we can relax and play the
pame and sce what happens.”

A victory al Rose Hitl assures the Cats
of being in the playofls as either the No. |
or No. 2 team. Game time al Rose Hitl s 7
p.m. Friday night, Oct. 22
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Games Friday, Oct. 22
SECOND ROUND-DISTRICT GAMES
Mulvane at Rose Hill, 7 -
Belle Piaine at Wellington, 7
Andover Central at Douglass, 7
Independence at Augusta, 7
Circle at Collegiate, 7
El Dorado at Andover, 7
Buhler at Haven, 7
Clearwater at Andale, 7
Pratt at Kingman, 7
Results. Fnd.ly, Oct. 15
Mulvane 42, Belle Plalne 28
* Wellington 28, Rose Hill 20 ~
Augusta 49, Douglass 0
" Collegiate 27,El Dorado 0 . -
Circle 14, Andover T oL
" Andover Central 63, Indcp«.ndt.ncc 0
Andate 26, Bubler 7 -
Haven 20, Clearwater 0.,
Chaparral 19, Kingman 16



