Wildeats Zach Kimble (85) and Grant Snider (20) cut off the outside against Wellington as Cats Landon Branine (40) and Gavin Snider (32) close in

Playoff Hopes Still Alive

Remember a year ago when a couple
MHS football dads rushed the Wellhington
Victory Bell and rang it following Mulvane’s
victory in Wellington over the Crusaders?

Well, Friday night, Oct. 24, the
Crusaders rang Mulvane High School’s bell,
crushing the Wildcats, 41-8, in a garae that
pretty much decided the outcome of the
District [4 winner.

Wellington rumbled through the Cat
defense for two touchdowns an the first tour
minutes of the 2nd half to end the specula-
tion about the game. The Crusaders, whao
are now 6-2 and 5-1 1n the Chisholm Trail
League Division 1F race. need only to win
tunight (Oct. 30) to clarm their 1Tth Dstrict
chammonship 1 the last 12 seasons The
Wildeats sull have solid playoff hopes, too.
needing only a victory at home agamst 1.7
Clearwater to play mto November

It the Wildeats
Clearwater, they wilt go on the road
Tuesday, Nov 4, 1o the Ihstnet 13 winner,
which appears 1o be Andale, for a7 pm
first round playott pame

The Wildeats sealed their own fate by

prevarl agaimsi

not sconng on two great chances i the
opening half that could bave kept the game
close Wellington dedo 1400 atier two
methodical, grind-"em-out dinves that pro-
duced a pare of one-yard touchdown runs In
fact. Wellington scored five of its siv touch-
downs on one-vard runs, which siays a lot
The
Crusadets pounded and pounded. ending up
with 337 sards in rushing

“Everybody was woting oft Wellington
at the start of the vear but after watching
fitms and watchimg them against us. they
haven't missed a beat.” emphasized MHS
Coach Dave Fennewald. “They re playing
as well now as they have the fast two years
when they have been (Class 4A) state cham-
pions. [ knew we were going (o have to stop
a ground game when they scored 45 ponts
the last three ball games.”

Wellington opened the season by losing
to Wichita North, then in week No. 3, the
Crusaders lost to Andover Central. Since
that game. however, Wellington has aver-
aged more than 41 points a game.

In realits. the Wildeats couldn't stop the
Crusader ground game The visiing
Crusaders kept grinding aut the yardaye.
throwing only two passes. Wellington had
56 plays to only 33 tor Mulvane

It really should have been about 14-7 at
halftime and 1t could have been a tic game
but we didn’t convert atter two brg plass
against a team the cahbre o
vou can'tosquander any

about how the game was played

and
Wellington,
chances.”
have four turnovers agunst a team like that
You have 1o play a perfect foothalt game
and we didn't. thes
were Just a better football team than we

sard Fennewald “And vou can’i

There are no eacuses.,

were Friday mght ™

After Wellington posted 14 pomts in the
opening yuarler, the Cats came back but
Fullback Landon Bramne

couldn’t “finsh”

broke foose on a S1-vard gallop carly i the

Chisholm Trail League

Football Standings
DIVISION |

League Overall
Team W 1 ALO
w-Rose Hil ¢ t B
Maze 3 X S N
Goddard 4 N 4 \
Mulvane 2 3 4 4
Valley Center 2 A N '
Buhler | < |
Augusta 1 < th »
DIVISION 11
vAndoser Cenieal N {1 X 1]
Welhngion < | t N
Andale ! 2 f N
Kingman ! N Kl 4
Cuele ) 1 K3 4
Clearw gter 1 s | 7
Andover {) 5 1] X

x-clinched CTL. championship
Games Tonight (Oct. 3
{Regular Scasion Finale}
Clearwater at Mulvane, 7 p.m.
Chaparral it Wellington
Andale at Smoky Valley
Andover at Council Grove
Andover Central at Rose Hill
Circle at El Dorado
Kingman at Hugoton
Games Friday, Oct. 31
Independence at Augusta
Buhler at Great Bend
Bishop Carroll at Goddard
Dodpe City ut Maize
McPhersan at Valley Center
Last Week's Game Results
Wellington 41, Mulvane 8
Chaparral 38, Clearwater 16
Andate 42, Huven 7
Collegiute 42, Rose Hill 27
Circle 7, Andaver 0
Andover Central 63, Dougluss 0
Praut 21, Kingman 14
Goddard 17, Kapaun Mi. Carmel 3
Maize 24, Garden City 7
Salina South 69, Valley Center 0
Hays 28, Buhler 13
Winfield t4, Avgusta 7

', years in a row. Not many can say that.”

District 14 Game

Wellington 14 0 21 b -]

Mutvane 0 {l { R---%

Touchdowny ~Wellington Zane Agwilar S (3110,
runs; 21, run with fumbles, Mau Trent ¢, runy Mulvane
Travis McGure (68, cund

Points After Touchdown  Wellington
thicksr Mulvane Gavin Snsder 2 (run)

TEAM STATISTICS

Fernis §

Wellington  Mubvane
Fiest Dawns N 7
Total Yards J4 N
Yatds Rushang 1 ’ 200
Yards Pasang 7 A
Passed Atiempted N K
Passes Completed N ]
Puassed Tntercepted By N 0.
PanivAsetage 29 AR
Fumbles Lot 0 2
Yards Peaalized 10 28

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing

Zane Apwlar 1S carnies 97 yands, Man
Rowds Tewallen 11 B6 Muarkley V1Y,
Keller S 17 Allton | S

Wellington
[rent 16 103

Brinkmeser 2 K Beown 12

Mulvane  Guvan Smdee V2K Geant Smder 111 T
MoGure 15 101 Landon Branie 660
Pussing
Wellhington  Zaoe Apwlar 2 completions 2 atempts
67 sards Danteccepoons T Mulvane  Travis
MiGawre 1 8 1830
Recriving
Weilingion Rowds Lewallen 2 catibes 007 vands

Zach Kuuble |15
DEFENSIVE STATISTICS

[andon Branime O tackdes 16 assisis Chase Hansen 2
L2 Gavin Sarder 103 Grant Sovder 43 Mason
Leonard 07 BT Headpepath 310, Zaoh Kunble 32
Sage Swaney T4 Aodrew Brvant 13 Ky le Wonsobs
1O Traves MoGuoe O3 Aake Pudden 0 1 Biock
Mortay 0]

Muaby ane

sccond quarter but got caught inside

Wellington's 20-yard line. The MHS
offensc collapsed then and after a sack on
2nd down, Mulvane had a 3rd and 23.

Later tn the 2nd period, Gavin Smider
broke loose on a 1d-yard run but stumbled
when be had broken into the clear and went
down. It was just another 14-vard gain
instead of a TI because they wouldn't hine
caught the Cat speedster

“That was just how our night went.”
adimitted Fennewald “Gavin just didn1 g
balanced back up after eluding o couple of
tacklers and stumbled  After Landon s run.
we had a penatty and g mistake and those aie
things that have been plagumng us sl season
long We're not g good 3rd-and-23 tcam ”

Fennewald feels tis Wildeats pave pond
cttort i the Joss “Our kids played hard. |
really was proud of the effort the hids gave in
the ball game. hut they just manhandled os
up front.” sard the Car coach “Thes beal us
up frent very, veny badly They had more size
than we did and they just handled our hine ™

Mulvane's only score came onan option
around the left end Quatterback Travis
SMeGuire cut up field and raced 68 vards tor
a touchdown sath 6 40 [eft in the zame bl
1twas oo hide, too late The Crusaders put
the game avay i the 3rd quarter by sconny
21 pomnts The middle of those three Ths
came on another option try around the nghi
side and came on Mulvane’s 1st play tol
lowing a Wellington touchdown MceGuire
gat hitas he puched Wellington's Zane
Aguilar scooped up the hall and ran 2|
vards o paydint

“We were concerned about stopping
“Our
defense iy designed to iry and stop what
they do We putatin to take advantage of

these teams that spread you out and run

them on detense.” sad Fennewald

hetween the tackles, but it was unsuccesstul
because they dominated us up front. When
you get Gavin Smider at strong safety mak-
ing 13 1ackles. that tells you what's happen-
tng at the line of scnmmage.”

The Crusader defenstve line also kept
the Cat's explosive offense in check.
Mulvane rushed for 200 yards but most of
that yardage came on the three long
plays—McGuire's 68-yard TD run,
Branine's 50-some-yard scamper and Gavin
Snider’s 14-yarder. All the rest of the
offense amounted to under 70 yards.

“Sometimes you run up against a tcam
that's just better than you are and that's
what happened.” added Fennewald. “The
staff was concerned about it before the
game. Wellington has a dam good football
team. One thing with Wellington football is
the expectations from the community. They
expect to do well. They also expect to do
well in the playoffs, not just get there, so
they don't start getting prepared for this in
September. That's one thing we tried to get
across to our kids after the ball game.”

McGuire finished with the lion’s share
of rushing yards—101 in 15 carries.
Branine had 60 yards.

Defensively, Branine was in on 16 tack-
les, Chase Hansen had 14 and Gavin Snider
had 13. B.J. Headgepath had 13 tackles and
Grant Snider and Mason Leonard finished
with seven tackles apiece.

So now, it’s down to a one-game season.
A victory against Clearwater will put the
Cats in the playoffs for the second consecu-
tive season. “The kids still have a lot to play
for,” said Fennewald. “These seniors have a
chance to win 20 games in the
on the team and they can also~be the
Mulvane team to make the playoffs t

In fact, not any can say that since

Mulvane High has never qualified two years

in a row. But now that the state has changed

the rules and qualifies the top two 4A fin-

ishers, it could happen more often.
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